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Imran Khan

comes out to persuade coalition partners
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Imran Khan has decided to hold
important meetings with the
leadership of Pakistan Muslim
League Quaid, Balochistan
Awami Party, Grand Democratic
Alliance and Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan, the coalition
partners of the ruling political
party Citing emerging differences
between Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf and coalition partners, PM
Khan has decided to hold one-
on-one meetings with the PML-
Q, BAP, GDA and MQM-P’s
leaders in order to remove their
reservations on different issues.
PM Khan is scheduled to meet
PML-Q chief Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain on Tuesday.

The premier and PML-Q chief will
discuss the provision of federal
ministry and chairmanship of a
standing committee to the prime
coalition partner of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf in Punjab
province.

Sources confirmed that Imran
Khan and Chaudhry Shujaat’s
meeting was included in the

\

premier’s schedule. PML-Q will raise matters relating to its ministers’ authorities in province and
centre during Shujaat’'s upcoming meeting with PM Khan, sources added. PM Khan will meet
leaders of Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pakistan (MQM-P), Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) and
Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) during its next phase of talks.

It is pertinent to mention here that Punjab’s Mines and Mineral Minister and PML-Q leader Hafiz
Ammar Yasir affiliated had tendered his resignation over differences with ruling PTI which he had
withdrawn later on February 18. Yasir had alleged that some elements were creating hurdles in
continuation of its ministerial tasks which led him to decide for leaving charge of the ministry.
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Christehurch shootings: PM announces
award for Pakistani hero

ISLAMABAD: Lauding heroics of a Pakistani man, who
embraced martyrdom after trying to stop the Christchurch
shooter, Prime Minister Imran Khan said on Sunday his
courage would be recognised with a national award. “Pakistan
is proud of Mian Naeem Rashid who was martyred trying to
tackle the White Supremacist terrorist & his courage will be
recognized with a national award,” he said in a tweet. The prime
minister said the country stands ready to extend all support to
the bereaved families of Pakistani victims of the terrorist attack
in Christchurch.

Benami accounts’ probe: NAB raids
residence in Karachi’s DHA

KARACHI: The team of National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
on Saturday raided a house in city’s Defence Housing Society
(DHA) area in connection to investigation of benami accounts,
The house raided by the NAB team was located in the DHA
Phase-IV.

According to sources, the accountability watchdog officials
conducted a raid on identification of Hassan Ali Memon aka
Brohi, who was arrested by NAB on Friday from Thatta.
Documents of plots worth billions of rupees were also found
fromthe house, sources informed.

o Sustainabledevelopm

Growing Islamophobia
to increase chaos: Maleeha Lodhi

NEW YORK: Pakistan’'s permanent representative to the United
Nations Dr Maleeha Lodhi has said the deadly terrorist attack on
two mosques in New Zealand was another grim reminder of the
Islamophobia sweeping the world, Radio Pakistan reported on
Sunday. The death toll in Friday’s terror attack has jumped to 50
and it was the worst ever peacetime mass killing in New
Zealand and the country had raised its security threat level to
the highest. Australian Brenton Tarrant, 28, a suspected white
supremacist, was charged with murder on Saturday. Tarrant
was remanded without a plea and is due back in court on April 5.
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Pakistan shoots down
Indian spy drone near LoC

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Army shot down an Indian spy drone
for violating Pakistan’s air space along the ceasefire line on
Saturday. Director General Inter-Services Public Relations
(DG-ISPR) in his Twitter message said that the spying
quadcopter downed in Rakhchikri Sector of the Line of Control
(LoC). “Pakistan Army troops shot down an Indian spying
quadcopter in Rakhchikri Sector along Line of Control.”

Major General Asif Ghafoor detailed that the drone had come
150 meters inside Pakistan’s territory.
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SHC reserves verdict on NAB probe
against Ali Jeha

KARACHI: Abench of Sindh High
Court (SHC) Saturday reserved
its decision on a petition
regarding NAB inquiry against
former Pakistani ambassador in
United States Ali Jehangir
Siddiqui. Siddiqui's counsel
Khalid Javed Khan in his
arguments before the court said
that the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) have no
jurisdiction to investigate any
issue related to stocks. The NAB
counsel contended that the
accused inflicted a loss of Rs. 40
billion to government entities by
selling shares on inflated rates.
He sold shares through Azgard
Nine company, NAB lawyer
further argued.

The court reserved its verdict on
the matter after the lawyers
concluded their arguments
before the bench. According to
reports a recently held meeting of
the NAB board chaired by its
Chairman Justice (retd) Javed
Igbal decided to transform the
inquiry against Ali Jahangir
Siddiquiinto an investigation.

Mr Siddiqgi was earlier,
summoned by the accountability
watchdog to defend the alleged

role of his company M/s Azgard
Nine Limited (ANL), in the
manipulation of shares that
caused billions of rupees losses
of to the national exchequer.

NAB was probing affairs of the
company with regard to
siphoning off funds amounting to
23.7 million euros in 2008, which
were used to purchase an Italian
Company, Monte Bello SRL.

The NAB said the shares of a
company named Agritech
Limited were sold to various
financial and government
institutions at an inflated rate than
the market to settle loan defaults.
This resulted in a loss of Rs 40bn
to a number of financial and
government institutions.
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India

misleading

international
community:
Foreign Office
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ISLAMABAD: Indian government
and media continue to spread
disinformation to mislead the
international community and the
Indian people for domestic
political gains while trying to
cover up its failures and resultant
embarrassment, said the Foreign
Office in a statement. It said
Pakistan has categorically
rejected false Indian allegations
about the Pulwama attack,
adding that Pakistan responded
with maturity, responsibility and
resolve in all domains including
political, information and
response to Indian act of military
aggression. The Foreign Office
said Indian dossier on Pulwama
attack is being examined and
update on it will be shared in due
course. About Indian allegations
on terrorism, it said the whole
world recognises Pakistan's
successful fight against
terrorism. “Notwithstanding all
this, the Prime Minister of
Pakistan offered cooperation in
investigations and asked for
actionable evidence from India,
in response to which a “dossier”

d | YR

was received on 28 February 2019,
a day after the second Indian
violation of Pakistan's airspace.”
“The “dossier” is being examined
and update on it will be shared in
due course. Air intrusion and
attempted strike near Balakot (KP)
through Azad Jammu & Kashmir by
IAF was in complete violation of
relevant provisions of the UN
Charter and international law, as it
constituted unlawful use of force
againstthe territory of Pakistan.”
The statement said Pakistan,
exercising its right of reprisal, acted
on 27 February 2019 from within
Pakistani airspace displaying our
capability, capacity and responsible
attitude, by taking 6 strikes (4
targets) on non-civilian and non-
military targets with clear intent not
to cause any damage to life or
infrastructure. On the other hand on
27 February 2019, it said, |IAF with
belligerent intentions once again
violated Pakistan's air space.
“Pakistan in exercise of its right of
self defence under the UN Charter
exercised the legitimate use of force
while staying within its air space,
against two Indian aircrafts that had

Pakistan has categorically rejected false

Indian allegations about the
Pulwama attack

intruded into Pakistani air space.” As a consequence, the
Foreign Office said, both Indian aircraft were successfully
shot down by Pakistan Air Force. False claims of an Indian
aircraft having shot down a Pakistani F16 are completely
baseless, meant only to satisfy Indian domestic audience,
but in the process they also exposed their lies one after
another. In contrast to Pakistan’s sincere efforts to pacify the
situation, India’s belligerent tone still continues motivated by
domestic political considerations and electoral calculations.
The Prime Minister of Pakistan returned the Indian pilot as a
gesture of peace, which was welcomed and appreciated by
the international community, with the sole exception of the
Indian Government. The statement said the government of
Pakistan urges the international community to stop Indian
Government from committing heinous human rights
violations (documented in the OHCHR Report of June 2018)
and brutalities such as rape, blinding of women, children and
youth through use of pellet guns, forced exodus for
demographic re-configuration, to suppress indigenous
movement in loK, on the pretext of “counter-terrorism”
measures. Pakistan stands in full support- moral, political,
diplomatic- as well as in solidarity with the people of Indian
occupied Jammu & Kashmir in their legitimate struggle for
their right to self-determination and desires peaceful
resolution of the Kashmir dispute in accordance with the
aspirations of people of Jammu and Kashmir, as enshrined
inthe relevant UN Security Council Resolutions.
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W|thdrawal case

SHC issues notices to IGP Sindh, DIG East and SHO

KARACHI: The Sindh Excessive
Court docket (SHC) on Friday
directed high cops to provoke an
inquiry into compelled money
withdrawal by safety personnel
from the checking account of an
below custody citizen Asif Ali, The
excessive courtroom issued
notices to Inspector Basic (IG)
Sindh Police, Deputy Inspector
Basic (DIG) East and Station
Home Officer (SHO) Mobina City
to submit reply over the incident.
A police get together led by SHO
Abu Bakar was dealing with costs
of withdrawing cash from the
checking account of Asif Ali who
had taken into custody.

Ali's lawyer advised the
courtroom that police personnel
took Rs70,000 and two mobiles
from Ali’'s home and withdrew
Rs0.1 million via his ATM card a
number of days later. SHO Abu
Bakar and his staff had arrested
Asif on February 16 and later
registered a case in opposition to
the citizen after injuring him in a
faux police battle, stated the
lawyer. The courtroom remarked,
“That is the explanation why
individuals don’t believes on
police. Inspector Basic ought to
look into the matter that police
injure an individual, and withdraw
money as effectively.” SHC

4

choose stated, “Let look ahead to the Inspector Basic Sindh’s reply then e will see what we have
now to do now.” The excessive courtroom requested police authorities to submit reply on March
28 after conduct an intensive inquiry and adjourned the listening to.

“Let look ahead to the nsector
Basie Sindh’s reply then e will see
what we have now to do now.”
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PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government
has prepared a draft bill for
prevention of drug abuse which
recommended imposition of strict
penalties on the trade of ice and
other narcotics. KP authorities
recommended imposition of strict
penalties on drug-related cases
in the bill devised eliminate the
menace in the province.

Establishment of special anti-
narcotic courts was
recommended to try responsible
persons. According to the draft
bill, individuals involved in
making and trading narcotics will
be pronounced to 25-year jail
term and seizure of assets.
Seven year imprisonment and
Rs0.3 million fine will be imposed
on a person who possesses ice
up to 100 gram. The draft bill
would be presented in the
provincial assembly for final
approval in connection with the
government's bid to expedite
drive against drugs. It was
recommended to register drug
addicted persons to provide

-
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Drug Abuse

KP govt prepares draft bill for prevention of

medical treatment funded by the
provincial government. On
February 28, the KP Chief
Minister Mahmood Khan had
announced to bring a draft law for
the prevention of drug abuse in
the provincial assembly in order
to eradicate the menace in the
province. The State Minister for
Interior Shahryar Afridi had also
foretold that the government
would expedite drive against
drugs and added that the
operations against narcotics
would be extended to every nook
and corner of the country.
Addressing a drug burning
ceremony on February 11, the
State Minister for Interior
Shahryar Afridi reiterated his
promise to make Pakistan a
narcotics-free state. He said that
the government would leave no
stone unturned in ridding the
county of the menace of
narcotics. The minister lauded
the performance of Pakistan
Coast Guard (PCG) and said that
it was playing ka ey role in
controlling drugs. Afridi

underscored the need of efforts at international level to control
spread of narcotics. He said fence was erected at Pak-Afghan
border to control cross border smuggling.
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ISLAMABAD: An accountability
court in Islamabad on Tuesday
heard a reference against former
prime minister Shaukat Aziz,
former federal minister Liaguat
Jatoi and others pertaining to
misuse of authority

Former prime minister Shaukat
Aziz and two other accused failed
to appear before the court during
the hearing. The accountability
judge resented the absence of
the accused and delay in the
indictment. No reply submitted in
the court about former PM Aziz's
production before the court in the
case hearing. Three co-accused
Liaquat Jatoi, Yousuf Memon and
Ghulam Nabi Mangario filed
petitions for their acquittal in the
case. The National Accountability
Bureau in its reply opposed the
acquittal petition and said the
accountability watchdog have
substantial evidence against the
accused which will be produced
before the court on begining of
the trial. The NAB prosecutor
requested for one week to submit
evidence and reply about
production of the absent
accused. The accountability
judge ordered the NAB to ensure
presence of all accused in the
court on the next hearing of the

reference and adjourned the
hearing till March 22. The NAB in
a previous hearing apprised the
court that in compliance with the
court orders, non-bailable arrest
warrants for former prime
minister Shaukat Aziz, have been
sent to the concerned embassy.

Itis pertinent to mention here that
Shaukat Aziz had not been
appearing before the court since
long in the corruption reference.

The case against Aziz

NAB had filed a reference against
Shaukat Aziz, who served as
Pakistan’s prime minister from
2004 to 2007 — over misuse of
authority during his tenure as
prime minister. NAB contends
that he had illegally appointed Mr
Basharat Hasan Bashir as a
consultant for the Alternative
Energy Development Board
(AEDB) on Management
Position-Il (MP-I1I) pay scale. The
accountability watchdog
maintains that the appointment of
Bashir violated MP scale policy
guidelines and the board’s
regulations. Basharat Hasan
Bashir was appointed on January
1st, 2006 without open
competition, NAB says.

NAB had filed a reference
against Shaukat Aziz,
who served as
Pakistan’s prime minister
from 2004 to 2007

After expiry of his consultancy
contract in May 2008, Basharat
Hasan Bashir illegally held the
said post for almost five years
without any extension,
notification or regular
appointment and kept on
enjoying salary and all perks and
privileges illegally in connivance
with the management of AEDB.
Besides Shaukat Aziz, former
Federal Minister for Water and
Power and a leader of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf Liagat
Jatoi, ex-Secretary W&P Ismail
Qureshi, ex-Addl. Secretary
Yousaf Memon, Ghulam Nabi
Mangrio, Umar Farooq, ex-
Chairman- Alternative Energy
Development Board (AEDB) Air
Mar (R) Shahid Hamid, ex-
Secretary AEDB Brig Dr Nasim A
Khan and ex-DG (PP) AEDB Dr.
Basharat Hasan Bashir were
other respondents in the
reference.
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Terrorism cannot be
supported in any form and
in any society Pakistan is
victim of terrorism for so many
years. Thousands of lives are lost
and economic disaster are the
result of terrorism. The OIC
summit where Indian Foreign
Minister Sushma Sooraj
participated, indicates that how
much support we have from
Muslim countries. | received a
SMS from one of my friends who
mentioned that we are going to
be internationally isolated. What
will become of us. | replied his
that our bilateral relations with
Dubai and Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia are based on billions of
investment. Now we come to our
today agenda that Govt. of
Pakistan banned “Jammat ud
Dawa” & “Jaish | Muhammad”
and take their ambulances,
welfare institutions and hospitals
in Govt. custody. Now, it is clear
that now state has decided to
take final step to eradicate these
non state actors but the
ambiguous thing is that
whenever there is terrorist
incident we in Pakistan take
action against these two persons.
It has serious effects on our
policy as we are already under
international observation by
FATF which had given us
deadline till May to take proper
action against “Falah-i-Insaniat”
and “Jamat ud Dawa”. But there
is another important observation
that when crackdown started
against these elements. There is

no resistance found which is
surprising. Even the members of
these groups supported police
van that was not moving it is very
interesting that an obvious that
these people also want to be part
of main stream of the country in
peaceful manner and want to play
their role in the development of
the country. It should be
discussed in parliament and all
political parties should participate
and decide this matter forever. It
is also said that economical
barriers are going to impose on
Pakistan in two years. FATF has
listed Pakistan in grey list as
these is a blame that Pakistan
supported not state actors
economically. FATF was
established in 1989 and there are
37 Members countries. In 2012,
Pakistan was placed in grey list
but removed in 2015 Pakistan
was again placed in grey list in
2018 against the allegation of
money laundering and
economical support for terrorists
and it was decided that Pakistan
should work on 27 points laid by
FATF, otherwise Pakistan will be
placed in black list. China has
shot down India's proposal to
designate Jaish-e-Muhammad's
(JeM) Chief Masood Azhar in the
wake of Pulwama bombing
claimed by JeM. The proposal of
designate Azhar under the 1267
al Qeda Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council was
moved by France, UK and the US
on February 27 after the attack in
Pulwama on Feb 14 that had

killed 40 Indian troops. The is the
fourth time China has blocked
such a move. In a note sent to
the council, China said it needed
more time to time to examine the
sanctions request targeting
Masood Azhar, diplomats said.
“China will adopt a responsible
attitude and continue to
participate in discussion” foreign
ministry spokesperson Lu Kang
had said before the UNSC
session. Now, it is up to Gowvt.
that how to establish economy in
a batter way. Now we have to
decide that what decision he
state takes but it is sure that
nation will follow the policy of the
state.
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Bilawal took biggest U-turn by shaking

hands with Zia’s foster child, says Fawad

@ Ch Fawad Hussain @
- @fawadchaudhry

( Follow |

U Turn of the Century Grandson of Bhutto
reunion with Munh Bola Beta of Zia Ul Haq
...... #PoliticsonHealthProject

#CorruptionAlliance

6:42 AM - 11 Mar 2019

Commenting on Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari’s
meeting with former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif at Kot
Lakhpat Jail on Monday,
Federal Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry said that
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s grandson
“shook hands with Zia-ul-
Haq’s foster child”.

“Today, Bhutto’s grandson
took biggest U-turn of the
century... An agreement was
reached over Bhutto’s blood,”
said the federal minister,
adding that the meeting
between the two disgruntled
parties only bore
disappointment.

Fawad said that Bilawal
wanted to take political

advantage in Punjab by
showing himself “a devotee of
the political shrine of Nawaz
Sharif”.

“Nawaz is unhappy and
disappointed with his party
leaders and now Bilawal is the
only person left to see him in
jail,” he said.

He said that Prime Minister
Imran Khan had already stated
that Nawaz Sharif could get
medical treatment from
wherever he desired. “But the
opposition is using his health
as a political project and
meeting of two disappointed
political persons would only
lead to more despondency,” he
added. Reacting to Fawad’s
statement, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)

Spokesperson Marriyum Aurangzeb said that the
wordings of the federal minister do not suite his stature.
“The person who changed four parties in his political
career can only criticise others... You (Fawad) should
worry about your authority and stop getting concerned
about others,” she retorted in a tweet. Bilawal met Nawaz
at Kot Lakhpat jail earlier in the day. He said that he got no
impression that a deal has been made for the incarcerated
former premier to leave the country.

“I felt upset when I met Mian Sh, he looked very ill. | request
on behalf of the PPP that Mian Sb is given the best medical
treatment and whatever treatment he has been
demanding. | hope the prime minister and his government
think on humanitarian grounds,” he said to media
personnel after the meeting. “Keeping a heart patient
under pressure and stress is equivalent to torture.” Later
in the day in a joint press conference, Punjab Health
Minister Yasmeen Rashid and Punjab CM’s Spokesperson
Shahbaz Gill stated that there is no politics being done
over the health issue of the former prime minister.
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The F-16 fighter

jets deal between the United
States and Pakistan clearly notes
that the aircraft could be used by
Islamabad as ‘deterrence’ in a
future conflict with India, adding
that it could also prevent a
nuclear battle between the arch-
rivals. Either important points
were specifically cited in a
message the then US
ambassador in Islamabad Anne
Patterson sent to the State
Department on April 24, 2008.
“An enhanced F-16 programme
also has deterrence value by
giving Pakistan time and space to
employ a conventional, rather
than nuclear, reaction in the
event of a future conflict with
India,” she wrote. The quote is
extracted from a 20-paragraph
proclamation that Ambassador
Patterson sent to Washington in
April 2008 and was disclosed by
WikiLeaks. The statement refers
to the use of 500 AIM-120-C5
Advanced Medium Range Air-to-
Air Missiles (AMRAAMs), which
New Dehli claims that Pakistan
Air Force used against the Indian

International

Air Force in an aerial combat in
last week of February.

Elucidating the rationale behind
the notion of averting a nuclear
war in South Asia by the use of F-
16s, she wrote, “To overcome
overwhelming Indian military
superiority, Pakistan developed
both its nuclear/missile
programme and its air power. F-
16 aircraft, armed with
AMRAAMS, essentially buy time
to delay Pakistan considering the
nuclear option in a conflict with
India.” “Given India’s
overwhelming military
superiority, this would only be a
few days, but these days would
allow critical time to mediate and
prevent nuclear conflict.”

Few days earlier, a CNN report
said that Washington wanted to
know if Pakistan used a US-built
F-16 jet to shot down Indian
warplane on Feb 27. As, the
United States often imposes
restrictions on how its exported
military hardware can be used
through so-called end-user
agreements.
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According to a

report released by the
Research Section of Kashmir
Media Service on the occasion of
the International Women'’s Day,
thousands of women were
among 95,316 Kashmiris
martyred by Indian military,
paramilitary and police personnel
since January 1989till date.

The report highlighted that since
January 1989, the incessant
Indian state terrorism rendered
22,899 women widowed. The
Indian forces’ personnel
molested 11,113 women that

International

included victims of
Kununposhpora mass rape and
Shopian double rape and murder.
It should be recalled that an eight-
year girl, Aasifa Bano, of Kathua,
was abducted, gang-raped and
subsequently murdered by
Indian police personnel, last year.
A painful incident at the hands of
Indian forces that sent shock
waves across the globe. The
report said that thousands of
women lost their sons, husbands,
fathers and brothers in the
occupied territory who were
subjected to custodial
disappearance by Indian Army.

As per the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons,
more than 8,000 Kashmiris went missing in custody during the
past 30 years, it added. The report further noted that several
women including Hurriyat leaders, Aasiya Andrabi, Fehmeeda
Sofiand Naheeda Nasreen were facing illegal detention.

The entire world is honoring women
as March 8 is being observed as the
International Women’s Day. But alas,
the miseries and victimization of
Kashmiri women by
Indian troops continue unabated

in the occupied valley.
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India now claims Abhinandan shot down PAF’s F-16

NEW DEHLI: As tensions
seemed to gradually cool down
between the nuclear-armed
neighbours, Indian media came
up with another implausible claim
about its pilot Abhinandan
Varthaman shooting down
Pakistan’s F-16 on Feb 27.

In what can be termed as an
addition to the list of its whoppers,
the Indian government made an
official announcement that Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman shot down Pakistan’s
F-16.

The international media has
already dubbed the aerial combat
of Feb 27 as an 'embarrassing
episode’ for the Indian Air Force
atthe hands of Pakistan Air Force
which shot down two of their
warplanes, killing one pilot and
arresting the other, who ejected
himself out of the crashing jet in
Jammu and Kashmir.

To top it off, the Indian
government realized to narrate
this tall story 10 days following
the dogfight in the Pakistani
airspace. Moreover, the mention
of pilot Abhinandan as the one
who shot down PAF’s jet is
extremely gibberish, since the
Indian wing commander has

already met a very humiliating
end on Pakistani soil after being
captured by the country.

Later, Pakistani officials handed
over IAF wing commander
Abhinandan Varthaman to Indian
counterparts at Wahga Border
crossing, on March 1 as agesture
of peace from Pakistan to de-
escalate the soaring tensions
with New Delhi.

The environment between the
neighbouring countries turned
hostile in a tit-for-tat airstrikes
following the Pulwama attack
that killed over 40 Indian troops
in occupied Kashmir on Feb 14.
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| asks India to

SRINAGAR: India should talk to
Pakistan and political leaders in
India-held Kashmir to defuse
tension raised by a suicide attack
on a paramilitary convoy in
Pulwama that was claimed by a
Kashmiri man, a former chief
minister of occupied Kashmir
said. Mehbooba Mufti, who was
chief minister from early 2014 to
June last year when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’'s Hindu
nationalist party withdrew
support for her regional party,
said an ongoing crackdown on
Kashmiris protesting Indian rule
could further alienate people.

India has vowed to kill all armed
Kashmiris in the Muslim-majority
disputed region if they don’t give
up arms, after a 20-year-old local
man Killed 40 paramilitaries in a
suicide aftack last month. Indian
security forces have killed 18
Kashmiris in the region since
then, the army said on Monday.
The attack nearly led to another
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India killed 248 militants
in Ka.shmir_ in 2018

war between the arch rivals India
and Pakistan. “I strongly feel that
there has to be a dialogue
process internally as well as
externally, with Pakistan,” Mufti
said in an interview. “The
situation is going to get worse if
some kind of political process is
notinitiated on the ground now.”
Indian officials have repeatedly
ruled out talks with Pakistan
unless it acts on militant groups
based there. India says its
warplanes late last month
bombed a militant camp in
Pakistan, which responded with
an aerial attack the nextday.
Indian Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale said on the day of the
strike that it had killed many
Jaish-e-Mohammed “terrorists”.
Pakistan said no one was killed.
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan, who has sought to speak
with Modi amid the hostility, said
no militant group would be
allowed to operate from his

country to carry out attacks
abroad, days after his
government announced a
sweeping crackdown against
Islamist militant organisations.
“This confrontational attitude —
no talks, no discussion — has an
impact,” Mufti said. “Whatever
relationship we have with
Pakistan, it has a direct impact
on Kashmir and we are the worst
sufferers of this animosity.”
Indian authorities have arrested
many separatist leaders in
Kashmir in the past few weeks,
and the chief of BJP said recently
that the government had made it
clear to them that “if they want to
live in India, they will have to
speak the language of India, not
Pakistan's”.

Mufti, whose father was also a
chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, said the tough stance
by Indian authorities would only
lead to “some calm on the
surface” that won't last. India

killed 248 militants in
Kashmir in 2018 - the

highestin a decade.
“Once you start choking
the space for dissent in a
democracy, people feel
pushed to the wall and
then it leads to further
dissent and alienation,”
she said.

Mufti said India’s general
election — starting April 11
and whose results will be
declared on May 23 -
could delay the process of
any inter-party talks on
Kashmir.
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China expects ‘responsible
and serious discussion>at-—

UNSC

meeting on JeM

BEIJING: Ahead of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC)
sanctions committee meeting
later this week, which will take up
the case of Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) Chief Maulana Masood
Azhar, China has stressed
“responsible and serious
discussion”. On Saturday, India
urged UNSC members to label
Azhar as a global terrorist,
pointing out that all the members
of the group were aware of JeM
training camps and the presence
of Azhar in Pakistan. However,
China on Monday gave no
indication that it is likely to
change its stand on Masood
Azhar in the UN committee that
meets on Wednesday to vote on
designating head of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) group as an
international terrorist. In
response to a question on
Beijing’s position in the upcoming
March 13 meeting of the UN
Security Council's 1267
committee, Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson Lu Kang
stuck to the position that the
security council, as the "main
body” of the UN system does not

take its decisions superficially.
“First | would like to say that the
UNSC as a main body of the UN
has strict standards and rules of
procedures,” Lu said. He also
signalled that the die had not
been cast on Azhar’s
designation, just yet. “Some
reports have knowledge of inside
information the UNSC. | don’t
know that can be counted as
evidence,” Lu observed.

China has on three occasions
placed a “technical hold” on
Azhar’s designation as a global
terrorist in the 1267 committee.
Yet another attempt on the JeM
chief's designation, led by the
United States, France and Britain
has begun following the February
14 Pulwama attack in which more
than 40 CRPF personnel were
killed. On Saturday, India urged
UNSC members to label Azhar as
a global terrorist, pointing out that
all the members of the group
were aware of JeM training
camps and the presence of Azhar
in Pakistan. Lu hinted that China
favoured detailed deliberations
on the issue of designation. “Only
decisions made through

responsible and serious discussions are the way to solve
problems sustainably, “he observed. “We have repeatedly
emphasised China's position on the 1267 Committee of the
Security Council on the issue of terrorist organisations and
individuals. China has always participated in relevant
discussions in a responsible manner and in strict accordance
with the principles, regulations and procedures of the 1267
Committee,” Lu said. “China will continue to communicate and
coordinate with relevant parties in a responsible manner and
properly handle this issue.” The Chinese foreign ministry
reiterated on Monday that Beijing was involved in “mediation”
to ease tensions between India and Pakistan. It also took credit
for dialling down tensions between the two nuclear-armed
states in the subcontinent. “I have introduced here that China
has used its mediation between India and Pakistan to make a
lot of efforts to promote dialogue, work hard to cool the situation
and promote the improvement of relations between the two
sides,” Lu said. “In the process of exchanging views with India
and Pakistan on the situation in the region, security is an
important issue. We have conducted extensive and in-depth
communication with both parties.” On Friday China’s state
councillor and foreign minister Wang Yi, for the first time had
affirmed that Beijing was engaged in “mediation efforts” to ease
tensions between India and Pakistan, following the Pulwama
attack. Wang’'s remarks followed the visit to Pakistan by
Chinese vice foreign minister, Kong Xuanyou, amid
speculation that the senior Chinese diplomat also intended to
visit India. Analysts say that China has taken an unusually high
profile in lowering tensions between India and Pakistan,
despite the risks involved, in case its diplomatic activism
fizzles. In a conversation with The Hindu, Liu Zongyi, senior
fellow of Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, said that
“at least since the Kargil conflict of 1999, China would not like
India to think that China favours Pakistan. We would, therefore,
like to adopt some measures to ease your bilateral relations”.
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against
vaceines

social media
propaganda

Facebook has announced to launch an offensive to
suppress the spread of misinformation about vaccines
on the 2.3-billion-member social network.

facebook.

The company has faced pressure
in recent weeks to tackle the
problem, amid outbreaks of
measles around the United
States afttributed to growing
numbers of parents who refuse to
vaccinate their children. US
lawmakers have decried the
higher incidences of preventable
diseases in the wake of a
movement against child
vaccination, in large part due to
rumours they can cause health or
developmental issues.

Monika Bickert, Facebook’s vice
president for global policy
management, said the social
media network would reduce the
distribution of false data and
provide users with authoritative
information about vaccinations.
“We will reduce the ranking of
groups and pages that spread
misinformation about
vaccinations in news feed and

search,” Bickert said in a statement. Facebook also will remove
the misleading content from search recommendations and
predictions, reject advertisements found to contain
misinformation about vaccines, and disable accounts that
continue to violate company policies on vaccine information,
she said.

The company no longer allows targeting based on users’
interest in “vaccine controversies” and will share educational
materials with users that come across such misinformation.
The World Health Organization and US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention have identified “verifiable vaccine
hoaxes,” Bickert said, and, “If these vaccine hoaxes appear on
Facebook, we will take action against them.”

WHO in February listed “vaccine hesitancy” among its top 10
most pressing global health threats for 2019 and the UN last
week warned against “complacency” as measles cases soared
worldwide.

The resurgence in some countries has been linked to
debunked claims that vaccines cause autism. Before taking
office, US President Donald Trump promoted this claim.

New research published this week, which followed 650,000
Danish children for more than a decade, again concluded that
vaccination for measles, mumps and rubella did not increase
the risk of autism.

Social Media
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Blockbuster i\l[ov:es that
Deepika Padukone REJECTED

Jofthem were with 5ulmun Rhan

Deepika Padukone, is not only a
Bollywood diva, in every sense of
the word, but also a near
flawless actress. Her captivating
performances on the big screen
has earned producers many a
blockbuster movies. Her last film
Padmaavat, directed by Sanjay
Leela Bhansali which also
starred Ranveer Singh and
Shahid Kapoor made over Rs
300 crore at the box-office.
Despite this, Deepika, while
delivering her share of
blockbusters, also rejected a
number of films, which turned out
to be big blockbusters at the box-
office. Check out top 5
blockbusters that Deepika
Padukone rejected: According to
a report in NewsNation, Yash
Chopra’s first choice to play Shah
Rukh Khan's love interest in the
film was not Katrina Kaif, but
Deepika Padukone. However,
after she rejected the script, the
legendary Indian filmmaker
decided to cast Kat instead. Till
date, Deepika and SRK have
starred in three films — Om Shanti
Om, Chennai Express and
Happy New Year and all three
have been blockbusters.The
Aamir Khan starrer was the
highest-grosser Bollywood
blockbuster for a time and to
imagine that Deepika Padukone

could have played the female
lead in the film. Though, she was
offered the role first as per the
earlier mentioned report, the
actress had a tight schedule at
the time and consequently had
no choice but to pass it on. Once
again, the film went to Katrina
Kaif, who was loved by fans in the
role. Unlike the last two films, the
makers didn’t offer Deepika
Padukone the role of the female
lead, rather she was approached
for to do an item number. But the
actress was busy shooting for
Happy New Year at the time and
was also doing an item number
titted Lovely in the film. The
Padmaavat actress didn’t want to
do another, as reveals the above
mentioned report. Once again,
Deepika Padukone, who was
offered the role of the female lead
first had to decline it because of
her busy schedule. Eventually,
Sonam Kapoor took up the role
and the film went on to become a
huge box-office success. This
was a second film Deepika
Padukone rejected which had
Salman as the lead. One of the
biggest blockbusters of Salman
Khan's career, Sultan was loved
by critics and fans alike. And not
just Salman Khan, fans loved
Anushka Sharma's performance
in the film equally. However, little
do they know that Deepika
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Zuria Dor is a Pakistani
contemporary designer brand co-
founded by two sisters, Madiha
Latif and Kinza Latif, focusing on
retailing online western wear,
particularly formal and semi-
formal dresses either ready-to-
wear or made-to-measure.
Emerging Pakistan decided to
showcase ‘The Woman’
collection by the three-year old
brand at Jakarta fashion Week on
Saturday, 20 October 2018. First
held in 2008, Jakarta Fashion
Week is the largest Fashion
Week in Southeast Asia. This
event is a universal platform for
players in fashion Industry that
are connected with design, style,
and the latest fashion trends. The
11th Jakarta Fashion Week, held
on October 20-26, 2018, was
organized by Azura Activation,
part of the Femina Group.

About “The Woman” by Zuria Dor
‘The Woman” by Zuria Dor is a
representation of the progressive
woman who is all set to compete
with the world. Focusing on
western cuts with geometrical
and floral embellishments, the
capsule collection is centred
around hand painted florals
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transferred onto digital print. The
colour palette showcases the
shades of spring. Cooler shades of
lilac, blues, pinks and nudes with
some pops of corals.

The young founders of Zuria Dor
are two engineers, Madiha Latif and
Kinza Latif, who returned to
Pakistan after extensive education
in the UK to assist with the economic
emergence of the nation. This is
their entrepreneurial debut to push
for innovation, international
outreach, technology backed
commerce, sustainability, ethics
and a much needed to to bring
Pakistan into the schematics of the
global village. The vision is simple,
to build a brand that is based locally
butis recognised globally.
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SmOking while pregnant doubles risk

of sudden unexpected infant death,
study finds

Smoking during pregnancy —
even just one cigarette a day —
doubles the risk of sudden
unexpected infant death (SUID),
according to a new study.

The Seattle Children’s Research
Institute worked in collaboration
with Microsoft data scientists for
their study, published in the
journal Pediatrics Monday. Their
research found that the chances
of SUID increased by 0.07 per
cigarette for women who smoked
between 1to 20 cigarettes aday.

Researchers also estimated that
800 deaths of the 3,700 total
SUIDs every year in the U.S.
could be prevented if women
abstained from smoking during
pregnancy. That would lower the
SUID rates by 22 percent.

“With this information, doctors
can better counsel pregnant
women about their smoking
habits, knowing that the number
of cigarettes smoked daily during
pregnancy significantly impacts
the risk for SUID,” Dr. Tatiana
Anderson, a researcher in
Seattle Children’s Center for
Integrative Brain Research and
lead author on the study said in a
statement. “Similar to public
health campaigns that educated
parents about the importance of

infant sleep position, leading to a
50 percent decrease in sudden
infant death syndrome (SIDS)
rates, we hope advising women
about this risk will result in less
babies dying from these tragic
causes," Anderson continued.
Using data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), scientists analyzed the
habits of mothers who smoked
for all live births from 2007 to
2011, which covered about 20
million live births.

Of those live births, more than
19,000 deaths over the four-year
period were attributed to SUID,
caused by sudden infant death
syndrome (SIDS), an unknown
cause or accidental suffocation
and strangulation in bed,
researchers found. They also
found that there was a 23 percent
decrease in the risk of SUID for
women who completely quit
smoking and a 12 percent
decrease in risk for women who
reduced the number of cigarettes
they smoked by the third
trimester. Mothers who smoked
three months before pregnancy
but quit in the first trimester still
had a higher risk of SUID than
women who don’t smoke, the
study found.

More than 19,000 deaths
over the four-year
period were

attributed to SUID,

“The most important takeaway is for women to understand that
quitting smoking before and during pregnancy by far results in
the greatest reduction in SUID risk,” Anderson said. “For
pregnant women unable to quit entirely, every cigarette they
can eliminate will reduce the odds of their child dying suddenly
and unexpectedly from SUID,” she added.




Winona Ryder Is Not Letting Anyone
Forget She's Married to Keanu Reeves,
Especially Keanu Reeves

Winona Ryder once shared that
she decided to never get married
because, well, she never wanted
to get divorced! But, it's not
entirely true that she's never
been married — at least, if you
ask the actress herself. Because
Ryder also claims that she's been
married to Keanu Reeves since
1992. And she's not about to let
anyone forgetit.

In case you missed it the first time
around, Ryder has revealed that
when the actors filmed a wedding
scene in their '90s flick The
Guardian, they actually did get
married. Yep, an actual priest
performed an actual ceremony.
That's pretty legit!

When chatting with The Talk,
Reeves said: "Once in a while, |
will get a text, ‘Hello, husband
[from Ryder]. | didn’t really
believe her, and then Francis
Ford Coppola, the director of
Dracula, contacted Winona and
said publicly that, yeah, that
really happened, the priest did a
full ceremony, and Winona and |
got married." Not that the actor
minds. "It's awesome," he told
the ladies of The Talk. Indeed, he
could do worse! Winona Ryder,
44, has been promoting of
Stranger Things on Netflix, and in

the meantime is dropping some
personal nuggets as well—like
the fact she has zero interest in
marriage. She was once
engaged to Johnny Depp, and
dated Soul Asylum’s Dave Pirner,
Matt Damon, and Beck, but the
actress never married.

In an interview with Net-A-
Porter's The Edit, the beauty says
she is happy dating.

“I'm a serial monogamist,” she
told the magazine. “| was single
for a while and datingand ... I just
didn't know how to do it! I've
always been like that: When | was
15, there was a guy | liked, and
we made out, and | thought that
meant he was my boyfriend. My
mom had to explain ittome.”

On marriage, she says she’s just
fine not walking down the aisle.
“But marriage? | don’t know,” she
said. “I'd rather never have been
married than been divorced a few
times. Not that there’s anything
wrong with divorce, but | dont
think | could do it if that was a
possibility. When your parents
are madly in love for 45 years,
your standards are really high.
But I've been happily with
someone for quite a while now.”
Winona also says she's
managed to stay private in the

age of social media—a feat in Hollywood.

“I'm not on [social media]. I'm very private so | can’t imagine
what I'd want to share with the world,” she says. “l can’'t even
take selfies; | literally just learned about the button that makes
the screen flip. | think [social media] is a bit dangerous, in
terms of self-obsession. It's soimportant to look outward.”




Chicken
Parmesan

Chicken Parm can be a drag to  1/2 small onion, finely chopped
think about making: You gotta do 4 cloves garlic, sliced

a dredge and then dredge the 1 (28-0z.) crushed tomatoes DIRECTIONS
thing. But it's not really so bad. 1/4 c. water Preheat oven to 400°. Prepare breading station with 3
Chicken Parm gets its perfect Kosher salt large mixing bowls: 1 bowl with panko, garlic powder,
crispiness from a serious panko Freshly ground black pepper and Parmesan mixed with a fork; another with the egg
bread crumb coating. We like to  Pinch crushed red pepper flakes mixture; and the third bowl with flour. Season chicken
think this one is the best. 2 tbsp. freshly chopped basil, with salt and pepper, then coat each piece of chicken in
plus more for topping flour and shake off excess. Dip chicken into egg mixture
INGREDIENTS and t_ht_an intp l:)read crumb_mixture; Irepeat steps for
FOR THE CHICKEN remaining chicken and set aside on a plate.

In a deep cast-iron skillet over medium-high heat, add
1/4" oil. When pan is hot but not smoking, add chicken.
Cook until golden brown, 5 to 7 minutes, flipping halfway
through. Transfer to a paper towel-lined plate to drain.
Meanwhile, make marinara: In a medium pot over
medium heat, heat oil. Add onion and garlic and cook
until soft, 4 minutes. Add in tomato and water, season
with salt and pepper and red pepper flakes, and let
simmer, 10 minutes. Remove from heat and stir in basil.
Pour sauce into a 9"-x-13" baking dish and place

1 1/2 c. panko bread crumbs
1/2 tsp. garlic powder

1/4 c. freshly grated Parmesan
2 large eggs, beaten with 1
tbsp. water

1/2 c. all-purpose flour

1 1/2 Ib. boneless skinless
chicken cutlets

Kosher salt chicken in sauce. Top with mozzarella and bake until
Freshly ground black pepper cheese is melty, 10 to 12 minutes. If desired, broil until
Vegetable oil cheese is golden, 3 minutes.

1 c. shredded mozzarella
FOR THE MARINARA
2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

Top with basil and serve immediately.
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Shane Watson has got the restricted Zalmito 138-8. While batting first, Zalmi didn’t start off well with their openers failing to give
man-of-the-tournament themanedgeoveropponents. Husnain gotrid of Imam-ul-Haq with a straighter delivery to reduce Zalmi
award for scoring 430 runs in  to4-1. The left-handed batsman gave a simple catch at deep mid-off after scoring just three runs.

12 matches. Hasan Ali with 25
wickets named as best bowler
of the tournament. Luke
Ronchi clinched best wicket-
keeper award while Spirit of
Cricket award went to
Islamabad United.

Ahmed Shahzad struck a fine
half-century to put Quetta
Gladiators in driving seat as
they beat Peshawar Zalmi by
eight wickets to lift the
coveted title of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL) season
four in front of packed
National Stadium Karachi on
Sunday.

Ahmed Shahzad smashed 54
runs including six boundaries
and a six to help Gladiators
finish the things well for them
this time around. He has also
become the second Pakistani
batsman to score a half-
century in a final match of the
tournament.

Earlier, Mohammad Husnain
took two wickets to take
Gladiators on high as they
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“As soon as

1 will become PM,
’ll ban Biryani
and force KFC to
sell chhole
bhature.

KFC will become
Kulche Fried Chhole™
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Modern Drug Addiction
Psychiatric Patients
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